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raised his son Hasan to the khalifate. Hasan was
poisoned by his perfidious wife, and Muavia
succeeded him. After Muavia's death his son
Yezid occupied the khalifate. He was a man of
bad character and the people soon tired of him
and his debaucheries. A message was sent to
Husain asking him to assume the khalifate.
Without waiting to discover what support he
might rely upon, he responded to the call, and
went to Kufa, whence the summons came. He
took with him a small escort of mounted men and
foot soldiers. He was met by three thousand men
who opposed his entry into Kufa. They out-
numbered his own troops by more than ten to one,
and he at once recognised the impossibility of
conquering them. He turned to his followers and
gave them permission to leave him and to join his
opponents. They refused with the remarkable
words: " Oh! son of the Apostle of God ! what
excuse could wte give to thy grandfather on the
day of resurrection, if we abandoned thee to the
hands of thine enemies ?"
They were attacked and fell after fierce fighting
until only Husain and his infant son were left.
The grandson of the Prophet seated himself by
the river Euphrates to drink. There was a pause.